
Domestic abuse and violence in homes have become increasingly rampant, especially 
during the COVID-19 pandemic all over the world.  Statistics show that Malaysia is no 
different, with a rise in cases of domestic violence; the highest number of cases being 
reported in Sabah.

The Domestic Violence Act 1994 which was always referred to as a “toothless 
tiger”, was amended twice to make it more effective.

Victims of domestic abuse are generally reluctant and fearful of reporting 
incidents of domestic abuse to the police and/or welfare officers.  It is therefore 
important for lawyers to comprehend their fears and guide victims through 
this journey until the abuse is eradicated from their lives.  To enable 
lawyers to assist these victims, it is pertinent for lawyers to be familiar 
with the relevant laws, as well as understand the whole legal process, in order to ensure that 
victims receive justice and are eventually given due protection from further abuse.

The speakers of this webinar will endeavour to familiarise lawyers with not only the law, but 
also advise participants on practical ways to assist victims of domestic abuse.  In the course 
of the session, the speakers will discuss and highlight the shortcomings of the Domestic 
Violence Act 1994, despite the amendments made to date.

Should you have any enquiries, please contact: 
Florence Laway  
(florence@malaysianbar.org.my)
Rajeswari Gunarasa 
(rajeswari@malaysianbar.org.my)

Register online here

CPD Code: T3/15102020/BC/BC201188/1

This webinar carries 1 CPD point.  It is free of charge, but advance registration is 
required.

Upon successful registration, a link to the webinar will be emailed to registered 
participants only. Registration will close on 13 Oct 2020 (Tuesday).

No additional registration will be accepted once the closing date has passed, or if the 
webinar is full.

The Bar Council may not permit future registration if you fail to attend a webinar after 
registering, unless you provide an acceptable and valid reason(s).

Issued by: T Tharumarajah, Chairperson, Bar Council Family Law Committee

About the Speakers

Prema Arivananthan graduated from the University of London (External) in 2000.  Her first 
professional undertaking was as a law lecturer, focusing on subjects such as evidence, contract 
and trust. 

In 2003, she decided to expand her repertoire and settled on a career in the corporate sector.  As 
a legal adviser, she gained extensive experience in the area of corporate and commercial practice 
in information and communications technology, human resources, general litigation, 
employment, and franchise. 

While she enjoyed being in an advisory role, she realised that her true passion was in helping others as a litigator.  
She obtained her Certificate in Legal Practice and was admitted as an advocate and solicitor of the High Court of 
Malaya in 2014.  Since then, her primary area of practice expanded to family law, particularly domestic violence, 
divorce, custody and adoption.  She has given several talks on domestic violence, with an emphasis on current law 
practices in Malaysia.  This was especially relevant during the Movement Control Order (“MCO”) that began in 
March 2020.  With the increase in domestic violence at home, these awareness talks have provided solutions for 
victims and their loved ones.  

Currently, the President of All Women’s Action Society (“AWAM”), she is a strong advocate for women’s rights.  She 
is also a member of the Bar Council Family Law Committee. 

Vicky Alahakone is a graduate from the University of Singapore.  She has been active in the field 
of family law in Malaysia since the 1980s. 

In the course of her career, she has handled cases involving cross-border disputes, as well as 
matters involving international abduction of children, apart from handling contested matrimonial 
disputes. 

To improve family law practice in Malaysia, Vicky has presented several papers and articles both 
locally and internationally at family law conferences.  She appears regularly on social media to educate the public on 
their legal rights in the field of family law, such as domestic violence, custody disputes, and issues regarding division 
of matrimonial assets.

Vicky has been actively involved with several non-governmental organisations (“NGOs”) involving families and 
children in the course of her legal practice, including the Women’s Aid Organisation (“WAO”), Protect and Save the 
Children (“PS the Children”), Association of Women Lawyers (“AWL”), and Pertubuhan Memupuk Asas Ikatan 
Keluarga, Kuala Lumpur & Selangor (“PEMALIK”). 

Her vision and hope is to see the implementation of a less adversarial system in the Family Courts of Malaysia.
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Please note that there will be a 
15-minute question-and-answer 
session after the webinar.

https://forms.gle/A9b87j4P8cLAJrybA

